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March 9™, 2019

Patrick D. Gallagher

Chancellor, University of Pittsburgh
4200 Fifth Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15260

RE: Follow up on our letter dated August 23, 2017

Dear Chancellor Gallagher and members of the Board of Trustees,

We again write to you as friends of your students, staff, and school to urge the University of
Pittsburgh to stand tall for the unfettered rights of its employees to consider the question of
unionization absent any fear of retaliatory action or intimidation. Specifically, we ask you to
forego any marketing or communication attempt directed to your graduate students that in any
way suggest that a vote to unionize may lead to deportation.

Your school and our area have a long history of welcoming and attracting people from across the
world, and your grad students typically play an integral role in the high quality research and
teaching that the University of Pittsburgh is renowned for. These grad students, no matter where
they are from, are often a student’s most direct line of communication with instructors and are
increasingly relied upon to handle more responsibilities in our college system.

In recent times though, we have been aware that some schools of higher learning have taken an
anti-union position as to their employee’s unionization deliberations, and have directly or
indirectly threatened international grad students with immigration problems should a union vote
continue or prove to be successful.

We are proud of the University of Pittsburgh and how it prepares so many of our constituents for
career and life. And while we recognize everyone’s right to legal services and advice that
represent your interests, as elected leaders who have championed, fought for, and in several
cases, attended your school, we must continue to urge you to take a neutral position as to
unionization of your faculty and hope that you will ensure us that the deplorable tactics used by
some to unduly influence and intimidate employees- especially in regards to immigration status-
would never be deployed by the University of Pittsburgh or its agents.
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As some of your strongest supporters, we would consider any immigration related threat to be
inconsistent with our shared values as well as the values that will continue to lead Pittsburgh and
Allegheny County forward.

We welcome and appreciate a timely response.

Respectfully,

Rep. Dan Miller

Rep. Austin Davis

Rep. Brandon Markosek
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